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PROPERTY OWNER/RESIDENTIAL  

ISSUE TASK FORCE MEETING #2 SUMMARY 

November 15, 2022 

The second meeting of the Property Owner/Residential Issue Task Force (ITF) was held via Zoom 

videoconference on November 15, 2022, from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. This meeting was interactive and 

combined a presentation by the project team with comment opportunities. The draft concepts for each 

site were shared, along with a summary of existing conditions being considered. Participants were asked 

how improvements at each site would benefit or impact private properties, and suggestions for design 

tweaks were solicited. Real-time survey results were shown on screen. The final portion of the meeting 

was reserved for answering audience questions and gathering comments. Nearly 20 members of the 

public attended the meeting.  

All ITF members (including those unable to attend) received a link to the presentation following the 

meeting and the same in-meeting survey was open for two additional days. Comments were accepted 

via email or the web page comment form through November 30th. The presentation and survey results 

are attached to this summary in Appendix A. Questions and comments from the meeting chat are listed 

below in the chat and emailed comments section, or listed in the open discussion portion if they were 

addressed at that time. Written comments are listed as typed by the participant with some minor 

spelling and capitalization errors corrected. The comments/responses and questions/answers in the 

group discussion section were summarized without compromising the speaker’s intent.   

CHAT AND EMAILED COMMENTS 

 CR 100-Hwy 82: fix ongoing pothole too. 

 If the group hasn’t done this yet, I would invite them to observe when I-70 is closed. The group 

could see people speeding, potential accidents, travelers stopping wherever to relieve themselves 

and throw their garbage out. I am not sure there is enough enforcement capabilities to address the 

increased traffic. The team mentioned specifically that they can’t promise increased enforcement.  

 Thank you for the opportunity to hear directly about the sites.  

 Thank you all. 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 Question: What happened to Lauren Boebert’s I-70 Bypass Act? 

 Answer: In April of this year, information came out about Boebert’s bill. CDOT members of this 

project team haven’t heard more details so we’ve reached out to some folks. [Subsequent to the 

meeting, the CDOT legislative team confirmed the bill was introduced in April 2022 but has not 

had any movement. They don't anticipate it will move forward prior to the end of the year.]  
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 Question: At Garfield County Site 5, there is a spring that comes under the road that feeds 5 homes, 

which is definitely a concern for all of those homeowners. Who will make sure that isn’t impacted?  

 Answer: As funding is identified and improvements at sites move forward into design, there will 

be a requirement to conduct a field investigation for wetlands, springs, streams, etc. If the 

resource is deemed “jurisdictional” with the Army Corps of Engineers, it will go through a 

detailed site investigation. The goal no matter what is to avoid impact as much as we can, and 

minimize any impacts that aren’t avoidable. Knowing the spring is present is good information 

that will be documented and considered during future design and environmental permitting. 

This is true for all the sites. For this concept design project, an environmental scan was 

conducted, which involved a high-level site visit and review of available mapping. During design, 

adjustments to the design could be made to avoid or minimize impacts to the spring, such as 

adjusting the alignment of the roadway or adding walls. 

 Question: Is the project skipping the 102 junction near Garfield County Site 6? 

 Answer: This was not identified by the counties as one of the 14 sites that this concept design 

project needed to look at. That doesn’t mean the site can never be considered, so we will pass 

that comment about the traffic on 102 for the sod farm and the schoolhouse events to Garfield 

County to make sure that they are aware of that concern. 

 Question: Are cyclists are being considered? 

 Answer: We have heard many comments explaining a lot of these roads are heavily traveled by 

bicyclists, including Catherine Store Road. This project isn’t recommending specific 

improvements for bicyclists, such as bike lanes. This project is not looking at corridor-wide linear 

improvements along the entire the corridor, which would be required for something like bike 

lanes or paths. However, at each site, the types of improvements being considered should 

improve safety for cyclists and vehicles because people will be able to see better around curves. 

Widening shoulders and increasing lane width in the areas will provide more room through the 

curves for cyclists. 

 Question: Will these improvements allow Cottonwood Pass to stay open all year round? 

 Answer: This is a high-altitude road with heavy snow, drifting, and very steep grades. 

Maintaining the road during winter isn’t planned right now.  

 Comment: If winter-time access ever happens, communications would be needed for 

emergency service because people would not have communications if they get stuck.  

 Chat Comment: I am not supportive of this happening and although supportive of increasing 

safety for local traffic, I am very worried about the traffic and speed that this will bring to my 

neighborhood and the impact to our rural way of life, increased traffic, noise, potential for 

impacts to property values, wildlife, cows, increased litter, etc.. Awareness and use of 

Cottonwood Pass already has had a huge impact on our neighborhood. I live on CR 103. 

 Chat Comment: I sure hope not. 

 Questions: I’ve been driving the pass for 22 years every couple weeks when it’s open. The blind 

curves with narrow roadway is the most dangerous part of this road. Anything to help mitigate that 

would be greatly appreciated and help. To me that is the biggest issue of all. The question is, in 
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California in the Sana Cruz Mountains, there are a number of places with past slides. The roads 

almost look like what I call the hairy part of Blue Hill. They have one-way traffic signals at each end, 

similar to what was done during the closure of the canyon with flaggers at each end. I’m not saying 

the whole section would have to have this, but if the part that’s really one-way, very dangerous up-

and-down-hill, that takes about a minute to drive, could be signalized, I think that would be one 

solution temporarily until that other section is rebuilt down-hill. My question is actually a 

recommendation. 

 Answer: Thank you very much for that.  

 Question: I understand that Garfield County has stated they don’t have the financial resources to 

contribute to the project with their other priorities. How will this play into the process if they are 

not able to substantially contribute? 

 Answer: CDOT can’t speak for the counties and their finances. At the end of this project the 

deliverable will be information provided to the counties so they can make decisions regarding 

projects moving forward. This is intended to give them a high-level look at environmental and 

design issues and possibilities for the sites. In addition, this project will be providing high-level 

cost estimates at each of the locations. So, in the end, each county will have information to 

consider whether they want to move forward with a project or not, how they would fund it, and 

the order and schedule in how they would move forward. 
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Appendix A 

Property Owner/Residential Issue Task Force 

Meeting #1 Presentation and  

Interactive Survey Results 

 




































































































































